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Environmental Quality Council
Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks - Fisheries Division, Endangered Species Coordinator
Montana State Library
Montana Environmental Information Center
Montana Audubon Council
Montana Wildlife Federation
Montana River Action
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Helena
State Historic Preservation Office, Helena
Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trour Unlimited
Wayne Hadley, Deer Lodge
Madison Conservation District
Missoula Conservation District

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Attached is a list of six (6) draft Environmental Assessments (EAs) prepared for the Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) Future Fisheries Improvement Program (FFIP). These draft EAs
were produced for the summer 2Ol5 funding cycle. The FFIP tentatively plans to provide partial
funding to a series of projects that intend to restore fish habitat and improve wild fisheries.

To reduce printing and mailing costs, this letter will serve as notification that draft EAs have
been completed and are available for your review. To receive a copy of a draft EA, please check
the appropriate box(es) on the attached list and return the request to me at the address or email
below. Please note that funding for these projects through the FFIP is contingent upon approval
being granted by the Fish & Wildlife Commission.

The draft EAs also are available for review on the FWP webpage, at:
http ://f wp. rnt. gov/news/publ ic Not ices/

Please submit any comments by I l:59 P.M., August 12, 2015. Please note that these draft EAs
will be considered as final if no substantive comments are received by the deadline.

Sincerely,

Michene ⅣIcGrce
Habitat Bureau,Fisheries Division

P.O.Box 200701
Helena,NIIT 59620-0701

(406)444-2432,c―mail:

LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY OFFiCE
July 13,2015



Draft EAs prepared for the summer 20L5 funding cycle of the Future Fisheries
Improvement Program include:

E Ch"..y Creek fish passage
. Madison County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project

that would provide fish passage over an existing irrigation structure located within
Cherry Creek, a stream where pure westslope cutthroat trout have been
reintroduced.

E Devil's Dip Spring Creek channel restoration
' Powell County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project that

would restore the Devil's Dip Spring Creek stream channel, including
reconnection to Nevada Spring Creek and attainment of complete fish passage
through the restored reach.

E Rattl"rnake Creek fish screen

' Missoula County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project
that would install a fish screen on a small irrigation ditch connected to
Rattlesnake Creek, which is a tributary to the Clark Fork River near Missoula.

E Smittr Slough spawning enhancement
' Madison County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project

that would enhance an existing slough and ditch system by relocating a headgate,
redirecting irrigation return flows, narrowing and deepening the channel, and
realigning portions of the ditch and slough.

E Storr"*all Creek fish screen

' Powell County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project that
would upgrade an irrigation diversion on Stonewall Creek by adding a fish screen
and an instream cross-vane to allow fish passage and bedload movement while
reducing entrainment.

E Trail Creek fish screen
r Missoula County. The FFIP is proposing to provide partial funding to a project

that would upgrade an irrigation diversion on Trail Creek by adding a fish screen
and replacing an existing pin and plank dam and denil fish ladder with an
instream cross-vane to allow full fish passage, bedload movement, and reduced
entrainment.


